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known to modern English constitutionalism, but by
making the office of President terminable at intervals
of four years.

If Hamilton had lived a hundred years later, his
comparison of the President with the King would
have turned on very different points. He must haw
conceded that the Republican functionary was much
the more powerful of the two. He must have noted
that the royal veto on legislation, not thought in
1789 to be quite lost, was irrevocably gone. He
must have observed that the powers which the
President shared with the Senate had been altogether
taken away from the King. The King could make
neither war nor treaty ; he could appoint neither
Ambassador nor Judge ; he could not even name
his own Ministers. He could do no executive act.
All these powers had gone over to Mr. Bagehot's
Committee of Parliament. But, a century ago, the
only real and essential difference between the Pre-
sidential and the Royal office was that the first
was not hereditary. The succession of President
to President cannot therefore have been copied
from Great Britain. But there is no reason to
suppose that the method of election was suddenly
evolved from the brain of American statesmen.
Two features of the original plan have very much
fallen out of sight. The President, though appointed
for four years only, was to be indefinitely re-